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The Department of Health Behavior and Health 
Education seeks to promote health and prevent 
and manage disease within populations.

We focus on social and behavioral factors 
associated with health status and behavior. We 
develop programs to promote health, prevent 
disease, and manage chronic illness. Our mul-
tidisciplinary faculty provide students with a 
broad choice of courses, including those that 
emphasize individual, family, social-network, 
community, and policy approaches to health 
behavior and health education. Our courses 
integrate theory, research, and practice through 
the use of case studies, small group discussions, 
community-based fieldwork, and computer 
technology. Our faculty conduct research using 
multiple research designs and methods for the 
diverse purposes of examining basic research 
questions, evaluating interventions, applying 
research findings to program development, and 
involving community. 

The multidisciplinary curriculum focuses on 
several areas of specialization:

	 Health Behavior over the Life Course

	 Health Disparities

	 Gender, Sexuality, and Population Health

	 Health Communication

	 Community, Networks, and Ecological 
Practice

	 Research Methods

JOB TITLES OF RECENT 
GRADUATES
	 Administrator in training

	 Care coordinator

	 Clinical health project coordinator

	 Communicable disease investigator

	 Health communications research fellow

	 Health educator and interpreter

	 Infection control practitioner

	 Outreach coordinator

	 Program associate

	 Program coordinator

	 Program evaluator

	 Program manager

	 Public health preparedness program  
coordinator

	 Quarantine public health officer

	 Research analyst

	 Research health scientist

	 Senior consultant

DEGREE PROGRAMS
	 Master of Public Health (MPH)

	 Dual Master’s Program (MPH/MSW)

	 Dual Master’s Program (MPH/MS)

	 Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

CONTACT INFORMATION

Department of Health Behavior
and Health Education
University of Michigan School of Public Health
1415 Washington Heights
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2029
Phone:	 734.763.9938
Fax:	 734.763.7379
Email:	 sph.inquiries@umich.edu

www.sph.umich.edu/hbhe

‘‘        I think Michigan is 

unique in giving you the 

chance to do a lot of 

interdisciplinary and 

collaborative work 

across many different 

spectrums.

—Rohan Jeremiah, MPH ’06’’

Community partners collaborate 
with SPH faculty and students on 
health initiatives such as urban 
gardens.



University of Michigan School of Public Health

Thomas Reischl, PhD,  Associate 
Research Scientist  Measurement and design 
issues in community-based research, program 
evaluation, citizen controlled interventions

Ken Resnicow, PhD,  Professor  Motiva-
tional interviewing, cultural tailoring of health 
promotion programs, harm reduction, obesity, 
health disparities

J. Scott Roberts, PhD,  Associate  
Professor  Genetic testing, social and behavioral 
interventions, risk communication, Alzheimer’s 
disease, mental health and aging, public health 
ethics

Amy Schulz, PhD,  Professor  Racial, 
socioeconomic, and gender disparities in health; 
social and physical environments; community-
based participatory research, urban health

Sarah Stoddard, PhD,  Research  
Assistant Professor  Adolescent health and resil-
iency, adolescent substance use and violence

Jean Thatcher Shope, PhD,  Research 
Professor; Joint Appointment: UM Transportation 
Research Institute  Adolescent problem behaviors, 
driving behavior and interventions to reduce 
traffic injury

Rachel Campbell Snow, DSc,  
Associate Professor  Reproductive health, HIV/
AIDS, global health

Victor Strecher, PhD,  Professor  
Behavior change for health promotion, disease 
prevention and management, computer-tailored 
interventions

Melissa Valerio, PhD,  Assistant  
Professor  Chronic disease management and  
prevention, program design and evaluation, 
health literacy

Tiffany C.E. Veinot, PHD,  Assistant 
Professor  Community health informatics, health 
information service models, rural health, youth

Brad Zebrack, PhD,  Associate Professor; 
Joint Appointment: Social Work  Health, medicine, 
and quality of life; survivorship

Brian Zikmund-Fisher, PhD,  

Assistant Professor  Health and medical decision-
making, application of psychological and  
economic principles to health education, risk 
communication, numeracy

Marc Zimmerman, PhD,  Professor and 
Chair  Community-based research, empower-
ment theory, adolescent health and resiliency
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FACULTY AND RESEARCH

Frank Anderson, MD,  Assistant  
Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology; Director, 
Global Initiatives, UM Medical School  Maternal 
mortality prevention and reduction

Jose Bauermeister, PhD,  Assistant  
Professor  HIV/AIDS prevention, sexuality and 
Internet use

C. Raymond Bingham, PhD,  Research 
Professor; Joint Appointment: UM Transportation 
Research Institute  Adolescent Health, young 
adulthood, alcohol and drug use, driving  
behavior

Cleopatra Caldwell, PhD,  Associate 
Professor  Social support and mental health,  
cultural influences, health and family

Linda Chatters, PhD,  Professor; Joint 
Appointment: Social Work  Religion and health, 
aging, social support, family relationships

Noreen Clark, PhD,  Professor  Self- 
regulation and management of chronic disease

Cathleen Connell, PhD,  Professor  
Chronic illness among older adults, self-care 
behaviors of caregivers, Alzheimer’s disease

Chris M. Coombe, PhD,  Assistant 
Research Scientist  Racial, gender, and economic 
health inequities; urban health; community-
based participatory research; policy

Rebecca Cunningham, MD,  Associate 
Professor; Joint Appointment: Emergency Medicine, 
UM Medical School  Injury prevention, violence-
related injury and substance abuse

Roberto De Vogli, PhD,  Associate  
Professor  Globalization and health, inequalities 
and health, social determinants

Arline Geronimus, ScD,  Professor  
Social structure, culture and health, racial/ethnic 
and socioeconomic inequalities in health

Derek M. Griffith, PhD,  Assistant  
Professor  Racial inequities in health and health 
care, men’s health, cancer prevention, communi-
ty-based participatory research

Barbara Israel, DrPH,  Professor  
Community-based participatory research, social 
and physical environmental determinants of 
health, health inequities

Mary Janevic, PhD,  Assistant Research 
Scientist  Chronic disease management among 
older adults and family caregivers

Nancy Janz, PhD,  Professor; Associate 
Dean for Academic Affairs  Psychosocial factors 
that influence preventive and disease-manage-
ment behaviors

Toby Jayaratne, PhD,  Assistant Research 
Scientist  Lay genetic explanations for disease 
and perceived gender and race differences in  
disease

Vicki Johnson-Lawrence, PhD, 
Assistant Research Scientist  Depression and  
cardiovascular health, social determinants

Neal Krause, PhD,  Professor  Stress, 
aging, social support among older people across 
Asia

Daniel J. Kruger, PhD,  Research  
Assistant Professor  Risk and health-promoting 
behavior, socioeconomic context, Geographical 
Information Systems

Laurie Lachance, PhD,  Assistant 
Research Scientist  Prevention and management 
of chronic disease, evaluation research, comple-
mentary and alternative medicine use

Harvey Leo, MD,  Assistant Research  
Scientist  Chronic disease management among 
children and adolescents, asthma and food  
allergies

Toby Lewis, MD,  Assistant Research  
Scientist; Joint Appointment: Associate Professor, 
Department of Pediatrics and Communicable  
Diseases  Childhood respiratory diseases,  
biologic, environmental, and social factors in 
asthma

Alison L. Miller, PhD,  Assistant 
Research Professor  Early childhood mental 
health, programs for high-risk children, youth 
and families

Harold Neighbors, PhD,  Professor  
Black-white differences, mental disorder and 
diagnosis, service utilization of African  
Americans

Belinda Nelson, PhD,  Research  
Investigator  Alcoholism, substance abuse and 
mental health, racial disparities and quality  
of life

Mark B. Padilla, PhD,  Assistant  
Professor  Applied medical anthropology, global-
ization/transnationalism, Latino health, gender 
and ethnic disparities in health, HIV/AIDS


